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News Release 

 
 
November 15, 2011 
 
BAE SYSTEMS DELIVERS HYDROGEN FUEL CELL BUS FOR SUNLINE TRANSIT 
 

THOUSAND PALMS, California - BAE Systems has delivered a zero-emissions bus for 
SunLine Transit, a Southern California regional transit agency, this week. Under a project 
aimed at leveraging improvements from previous programs to demonstrate the commercial 
feasibility of fuel cell technology, BAE Systems has served as the prime integrator to deliver 
the vehicle to SunLine Transit in an effort funded by the Federal Transit Administration, 
CALSTART, California Air Resource Board, and California South Coast Air Quality 
Management District. 

The fuel cell bus, which uses no fossil fuel, demonstrates and expands the deployment of 
technology that eliminates tailpipe emissions and can reduce dependence on diesel fuel 
and compressed natural gas. The bus program applies advanced design and integration 
techniques and applies innovations aimed at advancing zero emission bus technology in 
lifecycle cost, weight, performance and reliability.  

  
"Our partnership with CALSTART, SunLine Transit Agency, ElDorado National (California) 
Inc., and Ballard Power Systems has enabled the development of this environmentally 
friendly, fuel cell-powered heavy-duty transit bus," said Steve Trichka, general manager of 
vehicle systems for BAE Systems. "We look forward to continuing our work with SunLine 
and our other partners, demonstrating innovation in environmentally friendly transportation 
solutions." 
  
C. Mikel Oglesby, general manager, SunLine Transit Agency said, "This American Fuel 
Cell Bus meets the Federal Buy America requirements and is the closest to a commercially 
available fuel cell bus that has been developed so far. It looks like the beginning of a good 
product and is certainly representative of our motto, the future is now.” 
  
The bus uses a fuel cell module supplied by Ballard Power Systems as the power plant, 
combined with BAE Systems’ HybriDrive propulsion system.  As the vehicle prime 
integrator, BAE Systems also supplied the electric accessory system, power management 
systems and advanced lithium-ion-based energy storage system. 

   
BAE Systems is a leading producer of efficient, low-emission hybrid electric propulsion 
systems for transit buses. HybriDrive propulsion technology has been in daily revenue 
service on buses in New York and other cities since 1998. More than 3,500 buses use 
HybriDrive technology to carry more than a million passengers daily. 
  
To date, these buses have traveled more than 300 million miles, saved 25 million gallons 
of diesel fuel, and prevented more than 280,000 tons of carbon emissions. 
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About BAE Systems 

BAE Systems is a global defense and security company with approximately 100,000 
employees worldwide. The Company delivers a full range of products and services for air, 
land and naval forces, as well as advanced electronics, security, information technology 
solutions and support services. In 2010 BAE Systems reported sales of £22.4 billion (US$ 
34.6 billion). 
 
For further information, please contact:  
Shelby Cohen, BAE Systems 
607.658.6687 
shelby.cohen@baesystems.com 


